You never paint what you see or think you see. You paint with a thousand vibrations the blow that has struck you: how can you be struck and not cry out in anger? Nicholas DeStael 
I see teaching as a very important thing, and not only because I teach [the students] things, but also because we have a dialogue, and you see what you really want. You find things out. I still believe in the Socratic dialogue. Art is really something that you learn from being around people. Marlene Dumas
It is self-evident that St. Louis affected me more deeply than any other environment has ever done. I feel that there is something in having passed one's childhood beside the big river, which is incommunicable to those people who have not. I consider myself fortunate to have been born here, rather than in Boston, or New York, or London. TS Eliot
He who works with his hands is a laborer. He who works with his hands and his head is a craftsman. He who works with his hands and his head and his heart is an artist. St. Francis of Assisi
The mediator of the inexpressible is the work of art. Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe
Establish no boundaries or limits for oneself in the sense of artistic pursuits. Always use all modern achievements and breakthroughs in art. Natalia Goncharova

I cannot expect even my own art to provide all the answers – only to hope it keeps asking the right questions. Grace Hartigan 

All is flux, nothing stays still. Heraclitus
But in the fine arts, it is possible to reach a deeper poetic stratum of truth and can only be grasped with effort; one attains it through vision, style, and craft.; we also gain our ability to have ecstatic experiences of truth through the Sublime, through which we are able to elevate ourselves over nature…Werner Herzog
I believe art has to take responsibility but it should not give up being art. Anselm Kiefer 

In the end, the test of a work of art is our affection for it, not our ability to explain why it is good. Stanley Kubrick
Art is never finished, only abandoned. Leonardo da Vinci

Just as in the case of an artist who comes upon some material that is suitable and apt for making it into a work of art, the suitableness of the material is in a certain sense an unfelt prayer for the form that the artist understands …Martin Luther

No longer made to tell a story, the world seen by the artist was transmuted into painting...and the crucial     discovery was made that, in order to become painting, the universe seen by the artist had become a private one created by himself. Andre Malraux from The Voices of Silence
Art enables us to find ourselves and lose ourselves at the same time. Thomas Merton
The art of an artist must be his own art. It is always a continuous chain of little inventions, little technical discoveries of one's own, in one's relation to the tool, the material and the colors. Emil Nolde
Art is a vast ancient interconnected web-work, a fabricated tradition. Over concentration on any one point is a distortion. Art reflects on and resolves the eternal human dilemma of order vs. energy.Camille Paglia


Some of [my] pictures are truly mysterious to me ... which is why I so often say ... I don’t know or don’t care what they’re really about. And yet I also say that the paintings are prayers, that they have to do with whatever it is that makes you want more than what daily life affords. Susan Rothenberg
…while  we do not look at the things which are seen. For the things which are seen are temporary; but the things which are not seen are eternal… Saint Paul (2 Corinthians 4:18)
This way or that, which way should I go, to find a happy medium would help me I know, I need someone to show me the road to find a happy medium to lighten my load. You came along to show me the way, to find a happy medium to brighten my day. Thank you my friend, for being so kind, I found a happy medium right here in my mind. Horace Silver
We all need critical confrontation of the fullest and most extreme kind that we can get. You can unnecessarily limit yourself by choosing your criticism... An artist needs the best studio instruction, the most rigorous demands, and the toughest criticism in order to tune up his sensibilities…A conscious decision to eliminate certain details and include selective bits of personal experiences or perceptual nuances, gives the painting more of a multi-dimension than when it is done directly as a visual recording. This results in a kind of abstraction... I'm a believer in the notion that artists who do good work believe in the ideas of extremes. Wayne  Thiebaud 
I wanted, and hope I arrived at, a painting style in which planning does not exclude Intuitive and random play. Above all else, I distinguish between painting and pictures (between Cezanne and Picasso).Where I have to choose between them, I choose painting. If I have to choose between painting and ideas I choose painting; between painting and every form of theater I choose painting. Jack Tworkov
                
